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Dr Catherine Chisholm 
 
In 1948 Catherine Chisholm was invited as the senior consultant paediatrician to be the first 
President of the Manchester Paediatric Club.  She had been one of the two first women to graduate 
from the Manchester Medical School in 1904.  She overcame many of the prejudices of the time but 
had to take junior hospital appointments outside Manchester.  After two years she entered general 
practice in the slums of central Manchester and soon became known for her service to women and 
children. 
 
After encountering failure in an application for a post as children's physician in a hospital, she 
decided to found her own and in 1914 opened twelve beds in an adapted house in what is now 
Hathersage Road.  This hospital, staffed entirely by women, grew into the Duchess of York 
Hospital for Babies in Levenshulme. 
 
The Catherine Chisholm Memorial Lecture was endowed by subscription after her death in 1952 
and is administered and presented by the Manchester Medical Society (Manchester Paediatric 
Club). 
 
The Catherine Chisholm Memorial Lectures 
 
1958 Dr A Wallgren A Lifetime of paediatrics 
1961  Dr J C Rathburn Hypophosphatasia 
1965 Professor W F Gaisford Progress in paediatrics 1914-1964 
1968 Dr D W Winnicott A link between paediatrics & child psychiatry 
1971 Dr E M Widdowson Feeding of the newborn mammal 
1974 Dr M Gunther Cot death 
1977 Sir Roy Meadow Children who wet - reason, unreason and cure 
1980  Professor R Rowe Myocardial ischaemic in infancy 
1983 Professor J Lloyd Plasma lipoprotein disorders in children 
1986 Professor O P Gray Wider responsibilities of paediatricians 
1989 Dr David Hall The logic of health screening - the fallacy? 
1992 Dr F Bamford The children Act 
1995 Dr T Waterston Inequalities in child health – what can a paediatrician do? 
2004 Dr M R Judge Childhood Eczema 
2007 Professor A S Woolf Developmental biology of renal tract malformations: lessons 

from Paediatricians 
 
 


